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NEW MUSICAL PLAY|
Meésager’s | Music'; .Chérming% m
“The Little "Michus.”
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SINGING MIGHT BE  BETTER

But English Comedian George Graves
Makes a Pronounced Hit in an
Eccentric' Character Role.

Marie-Blanche ...ceveeeseses Miss Alice Judson
Blanche-Marle ..oveveevescens Miss Ruth Julian
Mme. Mlichu...:..>.....Miss Elita Proctor Otis
Mile. Herpine.vvoveeevinrnese Miss May Tunison
Mlle. Julle. . ...c.v i unn.. Miss Ruth Balne
Gaston Rigaud....... veeeo.William C. Weédon
Plerre Michu, v.ccvvveecnnens George Forteaque
Bagnolet .........ccoiianenn. Ernest Lamhbart
Arfstide Vert. ... ... ciiiiiienen. Harold Crane
Sebastion ...t iiitrnnsss Sarony Lambart
Madame Dy Tertre......... Miss Flavia Arcaro
Madame Rousselin......... Miss May Griffiths
Madame D¢ Saint-Phar..,...Miss Lillian Grey
Madamie D’Albret ...... .-+..Miss Mabel Cox
EFrnesting .......0000euee. ... Miss Kthel Mostyn
Lole ..t ittt ittt v eanans Miss Violet Zell
Irma ..... et ee e Migs IFFrances Du Barry
Pamela .......... | S Miss Emily Welllngton
Palmyra ....eceve.s e Miss Zeida-* Saunders
s £ Y Miss Lotta Parker
Franclne ........o0.0... Miss Harriet Du Barry
Estelle .....cciiiiereneanss Miss Ethel Dudley.
General Des IfS..........c..0.. George Graves

| Very dainty and charming, with a score
|that Is bright, and fresh, and melodious,
not particularly well sung in the solo
parts, bat pretty enough to stand on its
own merits, and with a comedian who Is
indescribably funny, ‘* The Little Michus,”
if it does not exactly duplicate its two
vears' cuccessful London run, ought still
to prove a popular entertainment for some
time to come.

The temperature was low in the Gar-
der Theatre last night until the second
aect, Lut with George Graves's entrance
and a succession of as amusing a series
of legitimate grotesqueries as one could
well immagine appreciatisn rose perceptibly.
And the combination of agrecable airs
| and wholesome fun rinally proved irre-
| gistible. '

. Mr. Graves is the sort of funny man one
.takes to his heart instinctlvely. As the
fussy, iittie French General with a wood-
c¢n leg and fierce, bristling mustachios, at
which his fingers are always clutching
nervously, he rescmbles nothing so much
as a very beautifully ugly Jack-in-the.
Eox, but no child ever got so miuchh pure,
unadulterated joy out of a toy as the
grown-ups did from Mr. Graves last night,
The best of it is that his fun is not all
antics, He develops an eccentric churac-
ter and the humor grows out of it quite
naturally. :

It was funny to see General Des Ifs
nursing his wooden leg and trying to make
it behave properly and in accord with cor-
rect social usage when the rest of him
was carefully disposed on a bit of fragile
gilt fupniture. It was funnier still to
see his state of mystification in the pres-
¢nce of two supposed grown-up daughters
of his own, when .memory assuredly in-
formed him that in the days when he was
only a poor Marquis he had only one child
to leave to the tender care of Papa and
Mamima Michu. And small wonder at
his corsternation.

For unlucky Papa Michu, bathirg the
babies at two monthsg' old, had untortu-
nately removed their clothes, the only
means of identification between the little
Michu baby and its blue-blooded replica.
To Papa Micha's attempts at explana-
tion and suggestion, ** Suppose you and I
General, were to be put in a bath t9o-
getker,”” this reply, * What, Sir? Egad!
1 never split a bath with anybody,” with
a string of indignunt comment, and the
final remark, ** Oh, yes, 1 can see myself
float ng around on a nail brush singing,
* All on the oc2an wave.' "

Mr. Graves's lines and his way of saying
them are not things that can be repro-
duced with much effect. He satd last
night in a speech before the curtaln that
he hoped to dlscover what American
audiences like, and would try to give it to
them. And he tried a sample later on
in allusion to a little weazened wreck of
an old French farmer, who he fancied
might have a ' suucy pink flat up in the
Bronx.” 1f Mr, Graves 18 wise enough
to know when he is well off he will stick
to his own kind of fun, which is quite
original and readily intelligible. American
audiences are not always such dunces as
they sometimes look.

Lunte rather inciines to speak of - Mr,
Graves first, for he is a stranger here, and

the Messager musice 1s nc:. its charm of
rmelodic rhyvthm was disclosed in *° Ve-

ronfque.” and the score of * The Little
Michus ' has much the same quality with
a numbcer of beautiful solos and duos, &
capitul concerted number or two, and gev-
era]l ringing, rollicking choruses. The
choruses after the [irst act, in which' tlre
were a little uncertain, were given wit
splrited effect, and Harold Crane's num-
ber, ' The Donkey and the Hay,” dis-
viosed a rich and pleasing baritone. RBut
the singimg of the other principals is hard-
1y to bhe commended.

Orie of the hits of the evening was
made by Elita Proctor Otis in a number
describing what happens when the cat's
away, but it was recifative, rather than
'song, Tfor Miss Otis probably lays no
claims to vocal accomplishmentrs Alice
Judson and Ruth Julian, very pretty
girls, recruited hurriedly to take the
places of the two young wemen who were
originally cast for the changelings, did
rather belter than might have been ex-
pected under the circumstances, and Nora
'Sarony enlivened otherwise tedious mo-
‘ments with 2 very graceful dance. Ernest
IL.ambert was amusing in the rélé of the
Geuneral's servant, and George Fortescue
‘aind Sarony Lambert were competent
enough to take every advantage of slender
opportyniti-s.

More spirit in the orchestra and its di-

rection will undoubtegly benefit the gen-
eral performance. e chorus is hand-
.some, and there are some charming cf-

fects of color blending, though both cos-

Ehe New YJork Eimes

Published: February 1, 1907
Copyright © The New York Times



